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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1,27-31 and 63-71 is/are pending in the application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to tlie Applicants' Request for Continued Exam (RCE) filed on 
September 4, 2008. Claims 1, 27-31, and 63-71 are currently pending. Claims 1 and 63 
have been amended. New claims 64-71 have been added. Claims 1 , 27-31 , and 63-71 
have been examined. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
September 4, 2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, macliine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 1, 27-31, and 63-71 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the 
claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 1, 27-31, and 63-71 recite in the preamble "a system, comprising." The body of 
claims 1 and 63 recite various "systems". Claims 1 , 27-31 , and 63-71 are considered 
non-statutory because the systems are considered to be software, per se. Functional 
descriptive material per se is not statutory. Functional descriptive material in 
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combination witli an appropriate computer readable medium must be capable of 
producing a useful, concrete and tangible result when used in a computer system. 
There is no underlying hardware within the claimed invention such as a computer, 
hardware, database, etc.. Since the "systems" lack storage on a medium and there are 
no instructions in executable form, no underlying functionality occurs and thus there is 
no practical application. For these reasons, claims 1 , 27-31 , and 63-71 fail to satisfy 
one of the statutory categories set form in 35 U.S.C. 101 and are therefore considered 
to be non-statutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 1, 27-31, and 63-71 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Independent claims 1 and 63 contain "a money transaction card system." 
However, the specification does not provide an adequate definition or description (i.e. 
not found in specification at all) of these limitations and one of ordinary skill in the art 
would not understand their meaning since the term is unclear. Therefore, the claims are 
indefinite. 

Independent claims 1 and 63 contain claim amendments "by defining a 
management system limit" and "a card system limit." However, the specification does 
not provide an adequate definition or description of these limitations and one of ordinary 
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skill in the art would not understand their meaning since the term is unclear. Therefore, 
the claims are indefinite. 

Other dependent claims are rejected as being dependent upon a rejected 
independent base claim. 

The Examiner would respectfully request that the Applicant contact him at his 
convenience to setup an interview to advance prosecution. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1 , 27-31 , and 63-71 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Brown, U.S. Pat. No. 5,875,435, in view of Amarant et al., U.S. Pat. 
No. 5,450,477 (hereinafter Amarant). 

As to claims 1 , 27-31 , and 63, Brown discloses a system for controlling financial 
transactions of an organization (abstract) comprising: 
a financial management system providing control and accounting for financial 
transactions of multiple users within the organization (abstract and at least columns 2, 
3, and 8). 

Brown does explicitly disclose a money transaction card system associated with 
the financial management system and providing control and accounting for money card 
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transactions witliin a general ledger of tlie financial managennent system; and wherein 
the money cards comprises a purchase card, debit card, prepaid card, credit card, and 
travel card. 

However, Amarant teaches an automated purchasing control system for an 
organization (abstract). This automated purchasing control system monitors charges 
and balances assignable to a credit card account are controlled by assigning a 
purchase limit to the card (abstract and Figs. 1-5). It would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art at the time of the Applicants' invention to combine the money card 
system of Amarant within the financial management system of Brown in order to control 
and maintain employee purchases as well as keep accurate accounting and financial 
records. 

Examiner's Note: The Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the 
prior art of record within the body of this action for the convenience of the Applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply. Applicant, in preparing the response, should consider fully the entire 
reference as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the 
context of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the Examiner. 



Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 27-31 , and 63-71 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis comnnunication or earlier comnnunications from tlie 
examiner sliould be directed to SETH WEIS wliose teleplione number is (571)272- 
1882. Tlie examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 to 5, Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Kramer can be reached on (571) 272-6783. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Stefanos Karmis/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3693 



